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afternoon of the 10th x>f January, and pushed on as far as
Hsien-yang on the left bank of the Wei ho, at the head of
navigation on that river. The country was a flat, yellow-
ish plain for miles around; away on the left was the dark
line of the Tsung-ling mountains, closing the Wei valley
to the south, while to the north the loess rose in gentle
slopes towards the highlands of Kan-su. Crossing the Wei
ho by a very rickety bridge put up every winter as soon as
the river freezes, we entered the town, where the size and
number of the shops, the life in the streets, and the crowds
in every inn testified to the commercial activity of this
locality/
From Hsien-yang the road steadily ascended through
a well-cultivated country over successive ranges of loess
hills, the general direction of which is northeast and
southwest; at Yung-shou Hsien,2 72 miles from Hsi-an,
we had reached an altitude of 4950 feet, and a few miles
beyond this little town we crossed the first range of
mountains at an elevation of 5125 feet above sea level,
On the evening of the 12th we reached Pin Chou,3 or
Hsin-ping Chou, in~ihe valley of the CMng ho, a large
affluent of the Wei, into which river it empties a little to
the west of Lin-t'ung. We saw but few villages on the
way; the people either living in scattered farm-houses, or
in cave-dwellings, passed unobserved. In the CMng ho
valley were quantities of fruit-trees, pear and jujube being
especially numerous. The pears, though large, were
i Kreitner, " Im Fernen Osten," p,    of  Tieh Fo ssu, seme 15 li to the
483, calls it Yen-yang, and Richtkofen    west of it, thus lessening the dis-
Han-yang.   Its altitude is 2140 feet    tance to Yung shou some 12 miles,
above sea level.  Hsi-an is 1800, or,        3 Kreitner calls this second pass Tu-
aecording to -Colonel Mark Bell, 1700    ssai; the only name I heard given it
feet.                                                   was Liu-p'an shan,' ' six zigzag moun-
a Kreitner calls this place Yung-    tains," a very frequently used one in
sso shien.    Instead of passing by    northern China*   The altitude of Pin
Oh'ien ehou I took a short cut by way    Chou is approximately 314Q feet.